CHAPTER X
SATYAGRAHA AS CORPORATE ACTION
NON-POLITICAL  CONFLICTS  AND   CRITICISE!
The corporate technique discussed in die last chapter can
be employed not only in political conflicts but also again?:
economic, religious and social injustice.
All exploitation which is rooted in selfish, divisive ideas and
attitudes implies co-operation between the vie dm and the
victiiriizer. The responsibility for injustice lies net only on the
latter but also on the former. The way out for the victim is to
withdraw this co-operation and to appeal through voluntary
suffering to the heart and the head of the opponent and thus
help him to see his mistake and correct it. Gaadhiji does not
accept the belief that the exploiter is beyond reform. To him
the exploiter, no matter whether a capitalist, a landlord or a reli-
gious fanatic, is essentially a man who cannot shake himself free
of his spiritual nature and is always capable of conversion.
Violent means, besides being the monopoly of the exploiter,
would deepen antagonism and perpetuate exploitation. Exploi-
tation and injustice can be ended only if the conflict is resolved
on the constructive moral plane where the appeal of integrating
suffering love can irresistibly act on the mistaken wrong-doer
and the public opinion.
In modern conditions a non-violent struggle against
exploiting economic or social groups will in all likelihood bring
the non-violent resisters in conflict with the State and the con-
flict vrill assume political colour. Widespread social and eco-
nomic injustice is a sure index of the undemocratic nature of
the State. An undemocratic political system can only live by
aligning itself with other exploiters in society. On a vital social
or economic issue an undemocratic Government will, as a mea-
sure of self-preservation, try to keep down the non-violent
aggrieved. So in broad outlines the technique of resistance will
be the same whatever be the nature of the issue.
Gandhiji himself fought several non-violent battles on
social and economic issues. The issue of his earliest non-violent
direct action in South Africa was socio-economic in nature. It
was a successful effort of the small Indian population, consisting
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